
 

 

 PROJECT INFORMATION  

Project Title Garden Bar Preserve Riparian Restoration and Grazing 
Management Planning Project 

Brief Description Garden Bar Preserve comprises 652 acres of land along the Bear River in 
Nevada County and is within the Spenceville Conservation Area Protection 
Plan.  Bear Yuba Land Trust (BYLT) is scheduled to acquire this ranch in fee 
title with Wildlife Conservation Board funding during the first half of 2013. 
We have an option to buy from the seller (see Attachment 6f). Garden Bar 
lies at the center of a much larger connected area of conserved lands. 
Adjacent on the north side of the river, BYLT holds conservation 
easements with private landowners on 495 acres of Wild Rock Ranch and 
1,060 acres of Quail Agricultural Easement. It is also contiguous to Placer 
Land Trust’s 912 acre Garden Bar Preserve and the 2,300 acre Harvego 
Bear River Preserve. The conservation region connects 8,600 acres of 
protected within the Bear River Watershed.  Upon acquisition of the 
Property we plan to reassess the current grazing operations and 
reevaluate our desired outcomes for grazing management.  
 
Garden Bar has been owned and used for agricultural production for the 
past 150 years. The current landowner bought the land in 1999. Since that 
time there has been low density grazing every year, but the Property has 
not been actively managed. There are no homes or structures on this 
Property, with the exception of an abandoned copper mine site from 
1905. The lack of management has led to many negative impacts seen in 
the erosion of the waterways as well as the invasive plant communities 
that blanket much of the hillsides. 
 
The current grazing operation is led by an absentee grazer who lives in 
Nevada and runs around 200 head of cattle from October through April 
each season. These cattle are not confined to the Garden Bar Preserve 
due to a lack of fencing and a lease that reaches across the Bear River 
onto the adjacent Placer County Garden Bar Preserve (approximately 900 
acres) and the Properties to the east and west (approximately 500 acres). 
The unconfined grazing does not allow for the negative impacts that are 
being created to be addressed in any way. The cattle prefer to stay close 
to water sources and do not venture into the upper fields enough to 
graze. Our field visits have confirmed an overabundance of invasive 
grasses, such as Medusahead (Elymus caput-medusae) and Barbed Goat 
Grass (Aegilops triuncialis). These are building up and creating thick layers 
of thatch which inhibit other plant growth and increase fire danger. The 
opportunity to create a comprehensive Management Plan would allow us 
to fully investigate the overall current operations and areas of concern so 
that we could then design a grazing regiment to best fit the needs of this 
particular Property. 
 
Our overall goals of this Planning Project are to complete a Management 
Plan and a Riparian Restoration Project Design. We will work to establish 



 

 

a grazing regime that benefits the plant and wildlife communities that are 
such an important part of the Sierra Nevada Foothills and the Blue Oak 
Woodland community which is unique to this region. By focusing on 
grazing management decisions, our main goal is not to maximize annual 
ranch profits. Instead we will strive to sustain ecosystem functions and 
services to ensure the long-term ecological health of the system and the 
dependent ranch enterprises. 

Total Requested 
Amount 

68,075.00 

Other Fund Proposed 82,000.00 

Total Project Cost 150,075.00 

Project Category Pre-Project Due Diligence 

Project Area/Size 0000 

Project Area Type Not Applicable 

Have you submitted to 
SNC this fiscal year? 

Yes 

Is this application 
related to other SNC 
funding? 

Yes 
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PROJECT CONTACT INFORMATION 

Name Ms. Marty  Coleman-Hunt,  

Title Executive Director 

Organization Bear Yuba Land Trust 

Primary 
Address 

12183 Auburn Road, , , Grass Valley, CA, 95949 

Primary 
Phone/Fax 

530-272-5994 Ext.  

Primary Email marty@byIt.org 

 

 

 
 

 

  



 

 

PROJECT LOCATION INFORMATION 

 

Project Location 

Address:                           24000 Inch by Inch Rd, , , Grass Valley,  CA, 95949  
Water Agency:                 N/A 
Latitude:                           39.023118 
Longitude:                        -121.21640 
Congressional District:     N/A 
Senate:                             N/A 
Assembly:                         N/A 
Within City Limits:            No 
City Name:                        
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Grant Application Type: 
Category Two Pre-Project Activities 
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Other Grant Project Contacts  

Name:                    Ms. Erin  Tarr,  
Project Role:          Day-to-Day Responsibility 
Phone:                    5302725994  
Phone Ext:             203  
E-mail:                    erin@bylt.org 
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5. Narrative Description   
    a. Detailed Project Description   
 
Project Description 
Garden Bar Preserve comprises 652 acres of land along the Bear River in Nevada 
County and is within the Spenceville Conservation Area Protection Plan.  Bear Yuba 
Land Trust (BYLT) is scheduled to acquire this ranch in fee title with Wildlife 
Conservation Board funding during the first half of 2013. We have an option to buy from 
the seller (see Attachment 6f). Garden Bar lies at the center of a much larger connected 
area of conserved lands. Adjacent on the north side of the river, BYLT holds 
conservation easements with private 
landowners on 495 acres of Wild Rock 
Ranch and 1,060 acres of Quail Agricultural 
Easement. It is also contiguous to Placer 
Land Trust’s 912 acre Garden Bar Preserve 
and the 2,300 acre Harvego Bear River 
Preserve. The conservation region 
connects 8,600 acres of protected within 
the Bear River Watershed.  Upon 
acquisition of the Property we plan to 
reassess the current grazing operations and 
reevaluate our desired outcomes for 
grazing management.  
 
Garden Bar has been owned and used for 
agricultural production for the past 150 
years. The current landowner bought the 
land in 1999. Since that time there has 
been low density grazing every year, but 
the Property has not been actively 
managed. There are no homes or 
structures on this Property, with the 
exception of an abandoned copper mine 
site from 1905. The lack of management 
has led to many negative impacts seen in 
the erosion of the waterways as well as the invasive plant communities that blanket 
much of the hillsides. 
 
The current grazing operation is led by an absentee grazer who lives in Nevada and 
runs around 200 head of cattle from October through April each season. These cattle 
are not confined to the Garden Bar Preserve due to a lack of fencing and a lease that 
reaches across the Bear River onto the adjacent Placer County Garden Bar Preserve 
(approximately 900 acres) and the Properties to the east and west (approximately 500 
acres). The unconfined grazing does not allow for the negative impacts that are being 
created to be addressed in any way. The cattle prefer to stay close to water sources 
and do not venture into the upper fields enough to graze. Our field visits have confirmed 
an overabundance of invasive grasses, such as Medusahead (Elymus caput-medusae) 
and Barbed Goat Grass (Aegilops triuncialis). These are building up and creating thick 



layers of thatch which inhibit other plant growth and increase fire danger. The 
opportunity to create a comprehensive Management Plan would allow us to fully 
investigate the overall current operations and areas of concern so that we could then 
design a grazing regiment to best fit the needs of this particular Property. 
 
Our overall goals of this Planning Project are to complete a Management Plan and a 
Riparian Restoration Project Design. We will work to establish a grazing regime that 
benefits the plant and wildlife communities that are such an important part of the Sierra 
Nevada Foothills and the Blue Oak Woodland community which is unique to this region. 
By focusing on grazing management decisions, our main goal is not to maximize annual 
ranch profits. Instead we will strive to sustain ecosystem functions and services to 
ensure the long-term ecological health of the system and the dependent ranch 
enterprises. 
 
Land and Water Benefits 
Protection of water quality in Little Wolf Creek and the Bear River will aid in our decision 
making process. In-depth surveys of the current water quality and hydrologic features 
on the Property will enable us to enhance the protection of Little Wolf Creek, the Bear 
River and ultimately the California Delta water system. Garden Bar Preserve has two 
significant perennial waterways which serve as the source of water for the cattle as well 
as habitat for many birds and other species. Protection of the water quality is one of our 
main goals in planning this project. Sensitive areas will receive special attention and 
planned restoration will be a high priority of our surveys and consultations.  
 
SNC Program Goals 
This project is in direct alignment with SNC goals. We will be preserving Agricultural 
Land in the Sierra Nevada and be focusing on increasing biodiversity and economic 
benefits obtained from the land. Historic ranches are a vital part of the Nevada County 
landscape. Keeping these lands in the hands of ranchers who will actively work and 
manage the land is our goal in preserving and improving this Property. Additionally this 
Property contains significant riparian areas, two miles of annual and perennial streams, 
and two miles of the Bear River making it strategically important for the maintenance of 
area water quality and aquatic migratory habitat. 
 
Deliverables 
One main purpose of our Planning Project is to create a comprehensive Management 
Plan that would be the result of our surveys and consultations. Many of the surveys 
would persist on an annual basis into the future so that we will have a source of data to 
compare the results of our enhancement projects to. Involvement by various 
organizations will allow for a wide range of knowledgeable individuals to share their 
expertise. This will ensure sound data is being documented. Our Project would include 
collaboration with UC Cooperative Extension (UCCE), Restoration Resources, Sierra 
Streams Institute (SSI), Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), Sierra 
College, California Native Plant Society (CNPS), and CalFire. 
Surveys would include: (See schedule for list of partners for each project) 

 Full wetland delineation at the proposed site for Riparian Restoration.  

 Vegetation surveys in riparian zones as well as grasslands. 

 Bird surveys. 



 Hydrological surveys of both Bear River and Little Wolf Creek corridors. 

 Residual dry matter surveys. 
Consultations would include: 

 Consultation with UC Cooperative Extension Farm Advisor, Roger Ingram for 
grazing management planning and design. 

 Consultation with Restoration Resources for Riparian Restoration Project Design. 

 CalFire consultation for prescribed burning of grassland dominated by 
Medusahead and Barbed Goat Grass.  

 Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) consultation for Environmental 
Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) funding for fencing of exterior boundaries. 

 NRCS consultation for Riparian Restoration Project. Possible funding source. 

 Department of Fish and Game consultation for permitting of Riparian Restoration 
Project. 

Our surveys and consultations will assist in our preparation for upcoming on the ground 
Riparian Restoration. We will obtain all permits necessary and have all CEQA 
documents completed to begin restoration. The main focus area along Little Wolf Creek 
is suitable habitat for the threatened Western Black Rail. Restoring the wetland and 
adjacent floodplain would expand habitat for this bird as well as many other migratory 
and resident animals.  
 
Project Summary 
Management Plan 
Creating a comprehensive Management Plan is one of the main objectives of this grant 
proposal. The project as proposed will allow us to completely survey and better 
understand our newly acquired Preserve. The overarching vision for this Property is to 
create an example of a Sustainable Grazing System where native plants, animals and 
healthy waterways exist together.  
 
Our grazing management design will strive to use all the current best practices for 
Sustainable Grazing Systems. The now open rangeland will be divided into smaller 
pastures to allow focused grazing of the overgrown fields. We will be conducting 
vegetation surveys, where we set up permanent plots to measure successes before and 
into the future. Residual dry matter (RDM) sampling will also be completed yearly to 
better allow us to manage the land. 
 
Another vital aspect of this planning grant will focus on water access for the cattle. Right 
now the cattle have Little Wolf Creek and the Bear River for water sources. Once the 
land is divided into pastures we must ensure each has a water source contained within 
it. Surveys of the riparian ecosystems will determine areas that need to be restored and 
protected. This could involve fencing off sections of the streams and may limit where 
water is available. Determining the best course of action to supply water to the cattle will 
be a top priority. 
 
Roger Ingram, from University of California Cooperative Extension will be the main 
consultant for constructing our grazing management design.  
 
 
 



Riparian Restoration 
A Riparian Restoration Project Design is going to be a main deliverable from this 
Planning Grant. With the help of many local organizations, we will conduct a suite of 
surveys that will help aid in the design of our Restoration Project. On previous site visits 
we have located a perennial wetland located along Little Wolf Creek. Many ‘wetland 
indicator’ vegetation species were noted. The area surrounding the stream has become 
eroded. On the cut bank side of the stream the bank has become incised 2-3 feet in 
some areas. The erosion along Little Wolf Creek is increased by the livestock use. This 
area is easily accessible for the cattle and there are many signs that they use the area 
frequently. Many paths are cut down to the water and the upper floodplain receives 
heavy use by the cattle due to its proximity to the water and available shaded areas.  

 
The importance of having a healthy 
and functioning wetland in this 
particular area is critically important 
for the entire watershed. Little Wolf 
Creek runs through many agricultural 
lands in Southern Nevada County. 
Other streams that flow from the 
residentially developed areas of 
Grass Valley also join Little Wolf 
Creek increasing the chances of 
pollution into the waterways. Garden 
Bar Preserve contains the final 
stretch of Little Wolf Creek before it 
reaches the Bear River. Having a 
functioning wetland at this point of the 
stream will allow the many pollutants 
and other toxins to be filtered before 
entering the Bear River. With help 

from Sierra Streams Institute we will set up monitoring sites on Little Wolf Creek to 
determine the success of all projects into the future.  
                                                                                                                                             
Another critically important reason to restore this wetland is the opportunity to provide 
additional habitat for the Western Black Rail. This bird is threatened in the state of 
California due to decreasing wetland and marsh habitat, which they depend on. There 
are confirmed locations of Western Black Rails found at properties very near Garden 
Bar. We would partner with Audubon Society and Sierra College classes to conduct bird 
surveys bi-annually at specific locations on the Property. 
 
We will work with Restoration Resources to design our Riparian Restoration Project. 
They will survey all of the riparian corridors to determine the health of the entirety of the 
system. (See their attached proposal for complete details.) Restoration Resources is a 
design/build landscape and general engineering contractor that specializes in wetland 
and wildlife habitat mitigation and restoration. They are based in Rocklin, CA and are a 
family owned and operated business. 
 
 
 



Other Factors 
In order to create a healthy ecosystem it would be very beneficial to burn the invasive 
grasses and restore a more balanced blend of forage materials. Thick layers of thatch 
are building up due to the lack of grazing occurring there. We will be consulting with 
experts in prescribed burning. The hillsides that are covered with Medusahead and 
Barbed Goat Grass could all benefit greatly from prescribed burns. CalFire and local 
contractors will visit the site and inform us of the possibilities for burning in the 
springtime months.  
 
Access to Garden Bar Preserve is an obstacle that we need to have resolved in order to 
properly complete our objectives for this Planning Project. From Austin Ranch Rd the 
privately accessed entrance road passes through seven gates (on private properties) 
before reaching Garden Bar. The road leading to the property is not maintained and 
there is a stream crossing just before the boundary to Garden Bar. It has proven 
necessary to purchase a used Off Highway Vehicle (OHV) to allow easier access so 
that we can complete all surveys and consultations necessary and to then implement 
our project into the future. I have attached an example of the type and cost of a used 
OHV and trailer we would like to purchase. This would greatly improve our chances of 
being able to access the entire property and get a comprehensive plan in place for the 
proper management and rehabilitation of this Property. 
 
The Planning Project Grant will have many outcomes. The proposed project outcomes 
are as follows. 

 Outcome 1: Comprehensive Management Plan Completed 

 Outcome 2: Design of Riparian Restoration Project  

 Outcome 3: CEQA and Permitting 

 Outcome 4: Comprehensive Biological Surveys 

 Outcome 5: Alignment with SNC Program Goals 

 Outcome 6: Consistency with Prop 84 Goals 
 
Environmental Setting 
Garden Bar Preserve is located in southern Nevada County and includes a two mile 
stretch of the Bear River, over 2 miles of ephemeral and perennial drainages, and Little 
Wolf Creek, all flowing naturally toward the Bear River with no dams, culverts, bridges 
or other artificial constrictions. From the Bear River, the south facing slope rises 200 ft 
to an elevation of about 700 ft. The slope changes from 10% - 35% in some of the 
upper reaches. Scattered throughout the hillsides are Blue Oaks (Quercus douglasii), 
Live Oaks (Quercus wislizeni) and Grey Pines (Pinus sabiniana). Dominant grass 
populations include Soft Chess Brome (Bromus hordeaceus), Wild Oats (Avena spp), 
Medusahead (Elymus caput-medusae), Barbed Goat Grass (Aegilops triuncialis) and Italian 
Rye Grass (Festuca perennis). Many large granitic outcroppings can also be found here.  
 
There is no development on the Property currently but there are remnants of dwellings 
used by California Pioneers from the early 1800s. The famous Emigrant Trail traveled 
through Garden Bar and the main crossing of the Bear River for pioneers coming over 
Donner Pass into central California is located on the Property. (See attached photos) 
 
Garden Bar lies at the heart of the rich agricultural lands in the region. Thousands of 
acres of dry and irrigated pastures surround the Property. Most of these lands are 



utilized in the same ways that they have been for generations, although there has been 
a slow transition to rural residential uses. Access to and throughout the property is 
difficult and circuitous. All of the roads are unpaved and have smooth to rough finishes. 
It is necessary to cross Little Wolf Creek in order to enter the Property.  
 
This area is located directly within the critical wildlife corridor that stretches north and 
south through Placer County and Nevada County (see inset map page 9). There has 
already been great success at preserving large swathes of land within this corridor and 
the Garden Bar Preserve is the next piece to the puzzle.  
 
   b. Workplan and Schedule  
Workplan   
Upon acquisition of funding from SNC for our Planning Project we will begin 
consultations with both UCCE and Restoration Resources to begin designing a 
Sustainable Grazing System and a Riparian Restoration Project. We will establish 
MOU’s with each of these organizations regarding responsibilities of the parties.  
 
The Management Plan will be a comprehensive look at all aspects of grazing 
management and other areas of critical importance on the Property. We will establish 
disaster planning protocol as an aspect of the Management Plan as well. Since water 
access is such a crucial factor of a successful project we will be focusing on pasture 
divisions and water availability first.  
 
Restoration Resources will be involved in initial surveys of hydrologic and vegetative 
features within the riparian areas. We will work together to establish a baseline of 
information that we can draw from to design our restoration project. 
 
CalFire will visit the site in the early stages of the project to determine if prescribed 
burning can be done here. If so, we will work with them to implement a plan for this 
work. 
 
Once we have our project designs complete we will obtain all necessary CEQA 
documents and permits that will allow us to start on-the ground work. At this point we 
will also begin applying for further grant funding for our project implementation. 
 
To get a complete picture of all aspects of the property we will begin setting up surveys 
to be conducted by local colleges and other environmental non-profit organizations in 
our area.  
 
We will establish permanent photo points linked to GPS coordinates to document all 
aspects of our work. Photo monitoring points will be set-up prior to the commencement 
of treatment. Once the work has been completed additional photos will be taken to 
document our work. After all treatments have been completed GIS layers of the 
completed work areas will be prepared and BYLT Staff will create maps to submit to 
SNC. 
 
 
Schedule 
For approximately two years after the project start we will be creating our Management 
Plan and Riparian Restoration Project Design. By the end of May 2016 we will have 
obtained all CEQA documents and permits necessary to begin restoration work.   

 



Year 2 0 13 2 0 14 2 0 15 2 0 1 6

ACTIVITY J J A S ONDJ F MA MJ J A S ONDJ F MA MJ J A S ONDJ F MAM

CONSULTATIONS 

  Restoration Resources

  UC  Cooperative Extension

  CalFire

SURVEYS

  Wetland Delineation (CNPS/ SC)

  RDM Surveys (BYLT)

  Vegetation Surveys (CNPS/ SC)

  Bird Surveys (SC/ BYLT)

COMPLETED DOCUMENTS

  Riparian Restoration Design

  Management Plan Complete

PROGRESS REPORTS

  Six Month Progress Reports

  Final Report

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    
 
   
 
 
 
   
     
 
    c. Restrictions – Does not apply. This is a Category 2 Planning Project.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
    d. Organizational Capacity   
BYLT is a 501(c)3 organization with a mission to promote conservation of land in the 
foothills region from the Bear to the Yuba Rivers, and from the western crest of the 
Sierra peaks to the Sacramento Valley floor. Since 1991 more than 6,000 acres in the 
region have been protected from development and is stewarded by BYLT in perpetuity.  
BYLT has built and maintains more than 23 miles of community trails and owns and 
directly manages about 1,000 acres of public access parks and open space.   
 
BYLT has four Agricultural Conservation Easements on large working cattle ranches in 
the same area of Nevada County. The total acreage of these easements is 3,554 acres. 
BYLT staff monitors these properties annually with the on-site Ranch Managers. We 
have developed good working relationships with the agricultural community in the area 
as we continue to grow the reach of conserved lands.  
 
The key personnel for the project are staffers with senior-level experience in land 
management and conservation.  These individuals will oversee the planning, 
management and execution of the project.  Each of the consulting personnel is a 
technical professional in agriculture and wildlife biology.  
 
Key Personnel 

 Marty Coleman-Hunt, Executive Director (staff):  Marty holds a B.A. from UC 
Santa Cruz and an M.B.A. from San Francisco State University. She has had a 
30-year career in business management and program leadership for non-profit 
organizations and in the private sector.  



 ErinTarr, Stewardship Programs Manager (staff):  Erin holds a BA in 
Environmental Studies from Cal State Sacramento and has experience as 
stewardship coordinator and providing restoration services for Placer Land Trust, 
The Nature Conservancy and California Department of Fish and Game.   

Consulting Personnel 

 Roger Ingram, UC Cooperative Extension Farm Advisor, Roger has over 30 
years of experience working with ranchers and landowners to create sustainably 
economic enterprises which will allow land to stay in agricultural production. He 
holds both a B.S. and a M.S. in Animal Science from Texas A & M University.  
Roger is both a County Director and Livestock and Natural Resources Advisor. 
He co-founded the California Grazing Academy that has been held annually 
since 1992 at the Sierra Research and Extension Center, located halfway 
between Marysville and Yuba City.  

 Riley Swift, Restoration Resources, President and Founder, Riley holds a 
B.S. in Wildlife Management from Humboldt State University and a M.S. in 
Biological Sciences from California State University, Chico. He started his 
landscape rehabilitation business in 1979. Prior to 1979, Riley was employed at 
various times by the California Department of Fish and Game; the University of 
California, Berkeley; the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; and the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation. 

   
    e. Cooperation and Community Support  
The present proposal emerged from multiple site visits which revealed both the beauty 
and importance of protection of this land. With funding secured for the acquisition of the 
land we will now focus on management of the land. Working with other local 
organizations to create a Management Plan that will fully encompass the entire grazing 
regime and be able to restore the riparian regions that will aid in improving the water 
quality for Northern California is a great opportunity for the local area. 
 
This past month, BYLT has met with and toured the property with grazing management 
professionals who have shown their support for our project including several local 
grazers such as Nevada County Free Range Beef, NRCS, and the Farm Advisor for 
Nevada County.   
 
Sierra College and California Native Plant Society have shown interest in completing 
vegetation and bird surveys on the Property. This would serve as a learning 
environment for students and would serve BYLT by providing yearly data for our 
records. 
 
Letters of support from Natural Resources Conservation Service, University of California 
Cooperative Extension, California Native Plant Society, Sierra Streams Institute, and 
Wolf Creek Alliance are attached. 
   f. Long-Term Management and Sustainability   
An important component of this funding request is to develop the plans necessary to 
ensure long-term management and sustainability. Long term management of this 
project will be ensured through funding that will be secured from various organizations 
in the future. We will work with State and Federal Agencies to complete both our 
Riparian Restoration and Grazing Management Design. Below are agencies we will be 
targeting for funding. See Section 6e for more detailed information.  



 Department of Fish and Game – NCCP Grants 

 US Fish and Wildlife Service – Conservation Organization Grant Funding  

 Natural Resources Conservation Service – EQIP Program Funding 

 The Wildlife Conservation Board  - Habitat Protection Funding 
Our Riparian Restoration Project will qualify for grant funding for both Wetland 
Conservation and Migratory Birds.    
 
The Management Plan will act as a template for decision making on grazing patterns 
and management into the future. This will be a comprehensive assessment of the entire 
landscape which will aid in our stewardship of the land.  
 
The Riparian Restoration Design that is created will be thorough and will result in an on-
the-ground project that is ready to be implemented immediately.  
 
   g. Performance Measures:  
Common to All Categories 

 Number of People Reached: We will be conducting 6 types of surveys which will 
be continued on a bi-annual basis. Over the four years we plan to have over 200 
college students participating in the project surveys. BYLT will also feature updates 
about this project on our website and in our quarterly newsletter. These 
newsletters go out to1,500 members of BYLT and will be posted to our public 
website. 

 Dollar Value of Resources Leveraged for the Sierra Nevada: The purchase of 
Garden Bar Preserve will be funded by the California Wildlife Conservation Board 
in the amount of $1.5 million.  There has been $82,000 raised through mitigation 
fees, volunteer efforts and private donations by BYLT for ongoing management 
costs.  Roger Ingram of UC Davis will offer his services at a discounted rate 
because of our non-profit status.  BYLT will work to leverage additional funds for 
our project as we begin to design our plans.  

 Number and Type of Jobs Created: This project will create jobs in the 
agricultural industry. There will be a grazer and a ranch manager hired for the 
property when it is in full production. 

 Number of New, Improved or Preserved Economic Activities: The grazing 
management plan we will be creating will work to preserve, improve and expand 
agricultural activities in Nevada County which is currently in decline due to the 
conversion of historic area ranches to housing developments and vineyards. 

Common to Pre-Project Planning Projects 

 Number of Collaboratively Developed Plans and Assessments: We will be 
collaborating with other local organizations on a number of habitat surveys and 
vegetation surveys. We are planning to conduct 6 different types of biological 
surveys. These surveys will continue into the future and allow continued 
collaboration between BYLT and the local community. These surveys will help the 
BYLT qualify for targeted funding and support understanding of conditions and 
management options. 

 Percent of Pre-Project and Planning Efforts Resulting in Project              
Implementation: This Planning Project will result in 100% readiness for 
implementation upon completion of both the Management Plan and the Riparian 



Restoration Design. BYLT Staff will be working to secure additional funds for the 
work at the time of completion of both of these documents. Receipt of future funds 
will have an impact on the timeline of the restoration activities, not whether they will 
happen or not. 

 Measurable Changes in Knowledge or Behavior: This grant will result in 
measurable changes to knowledge by allowing 200 college students and other 
groups to participate in surveys which will help increase their knowledge of the 
Sierra Nevada and agricultural landscapes. We will also be working with CalFire to 
implement prescribed burns. Communicating the need for fire in these landscapes 
to control invasive weeds and improve habitat will also increase the understanding 
and acceptance of this management technique to the community.  This information 
will be shared in educational forums through the Agriculture Advisory Board, 
Nevada County Fair, and local Resource Conservation District.   

    
   h. Budget Narrative 
SNC grant funding will be used for completing the Management Plan and the Riparian 
Restoration Project Design. The funds will pay for consultations with leading experts 
and professionals in each of the following fields. UCCE, Roger Ingram is offering his 
support at a reduced rate for this project. Restoration Resources will be our consultant 
for the Riparian Restoration Design. They have years of experience working with 
landowners and public agencies to create successful habitat and wetland restoration 
projects.  
 
We will be obtaining all CEQA Documents and other permits necessary for the projects 
we intend to create. 
 
We will also be purchasing a used OHV and hauling trailer which will allow us to more 
easily access the Property and complete all of our desired management objectives. At 
this time access is limited due to perilous roads and a stream crossing. In order to 
properly manage and implement all of our proposed projects it is necessary to make this 
purchase. We will be locating a low cost/lightly used OHV.  
 
Surveys will be completed with BYLT staff and volunteers. We have the ability to 
internally conduct all surveys which will keep the cost of this project down. Volunteers 
will be providing in-kind support over the course of many years. 
 
Once a grazing management plan is established and put in place we will be receiving 
revenue from the grazing operations on the Property. These revenues will go back into 
funding our improvements to the grazing operation; such as fencing, water supply and 
riparian restoration. 
 



SECTION ONE

DIRECT COSTS Units

Unit 

Cost Total Cost

Year One 

(2013)

Year Two 

(2014)

Year Three  

(2015)

Year Four  

(2016) Total

Project Management Costs (BYLT Staff) $8,000.00 $2,000.00 $2,000.00 $2,000.00 $2,000.00 $8,000.00

Riparian Restoration Plan and Design $22,775.00 $5,693.75 $5,693.75 $5,693.75 $5,693.75 $22,775.00

UCCE Consultation $3,000.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $3,000.00

Management Plan (BYLT Staff) $4,000.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $4,000.00

CEQA Documents $2,200.00 $2,200.00 $2,200.00

Biologist for CEQA Compliance $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00

Used OHV and trailer purchase $9,000.00 $9,000.00 $9,000.00

DIRECT COSTS SUBTOTAL: 0 $0.00 $51,975.00 $18,693.75 $9,693.75 $14,893.75 $7,693.75 $51,975.00

SECTION TWO

INDIRECT COSTS Units

Unit 

Cost Total Cost Year One Year Two Year Three  Year Four Total

Monitoring (BYLT/SSI) $5,000.00 $1,250.00 $1,250.00 $1,250.00 $1,250.00 $5,000.00

Performance Reporting (BYLT) $3,000.00 $750.00 $750.00 $750.00 $750.00 $3,000.00

$0.00

$0.00

INDIRECT COSTS SUBTOTAL: 0 $0.00 $8,000.00 $2,000.00 $2,000.00 $2,000.00 $2,000.00 $8,000.00

PROJECT TOTAL: 0 $0.00 $59,975.00 $20,693.75 $11,693.75 $16,893.75 $9,693.75 $59,975.00

SECTION THREE

Administrative Costs    (Costs may 

not to exceed 15% of total Project 

Cost ) : Units

Unit 

Cost Total Cost Year One Year Two Year Three  Year Four  Total

Overhead (13.5%) $8,100.00 $2,025.00 $2,025.00 $2,025.00 $2,025.00 $8,100.00

0.00 $0.00

0.00 $0.00

0.00 $0.00

0.00 $0.00

ADMINISTRATIVE TOTAL: 0 $0.00 $8,100.00 $2,025.00 $2,025.00 $2,025.00 $2,025.00 $8,100.00

SNC TOTAL GRANT REQUEST: 0 $0.00 $68,075.00 $22,718.75 $13,718.75 $18,918.75 $11,718.75 $68,075.00

SECTION FOUR

OTHER PROJECT CONTRIBUTIONS Year One Year Two Year Three Year Four  Total

BYLT Strategic Conservation Fund $40,000.00 $10,000.00 $10,000.00 $10,000.00 $10,000.00 $40,000.00

Oak Mitigation Funds $35,000.00 $8,750.00 $8,750.00 $8,750.00 $8,750.00 $35,000.00

Volunteer Support $7,000.00 $1,750.00 $1,750.00 $1,750.00 $1,750.00 $7,000.00

0.00 $0.00

0.00 $0.00

0.00 $0.00

0.00 $0.00

Total Other Contributions: 0 $0.00 $82,000.00 $20,500.00 $20,500.00 $20,500.00 $20,500.00 $82,000.00

Project Cost Breakdown

Project Cost Breakdown

Project Cost Breakdown

Years Fund Received

Appendix B4

PROPOSITION 84 - DETAILED BUDGET FORM

SIERRA NEVADA CONSERVANCY

Project Name:  Garden Bar Preserve Riparian Restoration and Grazing Management Planning Project

Applicant: Bear Yuba Land Trust



 
Appendix B3 

 

 
 (California Environmental Quality Act & National Environmental Policy Act) 

 

Instructions: All applicants, including federal agencies, must complete the CEQA 
compliance section. Check the box that describes the CEQA status of the proposed 
project.  You must also complete the documentation component and submit any 
surveys, and/or reports that support the checked CEQA status. NOTE:  There is no 
page limit requirement on this form.  You may use the space you need to fully describe 
the CEQA/NEPA status of this project.   
 
If NEPA is applicable to your project, you must complete the NEPA section in addition to 
the CEQA section.  Check the box that describes the NEPA status of the proposed 
project.  Complete the documentation component and submit any surveys, and/or 
reports that support the NEPA status. 
 
For both CEQA and NEPA, submittal of permits is only necessary if they contain 
conditions providing information regarding potential environmental impacts. 
 

CEQA STATUS 
(All applicants must complete this section) 

Check the box that corresponds with the CEQA compliance for your project. The 
proposed action is either “Not a Project” under CEQA; is Categorically Exempt from 
CEQA; or requires a Negative Declaration, Mitigated Negative Declaration, or an 
Environmental Impact Report per CEQA. 

 
X “Not a Project” per CEQA 

1. Describe how your project is “Not a Project” per CEQA:  

 
 

2. If appropriate, provide documentation to support the “Not a Project” per CEQA 

status. 

 
 

 Categorical Exemption or Statutory Exemption 
If a project is categorically exempt from CEQA, all applicants, including public agencies 
that provide a filed Notice of Exemption, are required to provide a clear and 
comprehensive description of the physical attributes of the project site, including 
potential and known special-status species and habitat, in order for the SNC to make a 
determination that the project is exempt.  A particular project that ordinarily would fall 
under a specific category of exemption may require further CEQA review due to 
individual circumstances, i.e., it is within a sensitive location, has a cumulative impact, 
has a significant effect on the environment , is within a scenic highway, impacts an 
historical resource, or is on a hazardous waste site.  Potential cultural/archaeological 
resources must be noted, but do not need to be specifically listed or mapped at the time 
of application submittal.  Backup data informing the exemption decision, such as 

CEQA/NEPA Compliance Form 

 

We are applying for a Category 2 Planning Project. No work will be done under this 
funding. We will obtain all CEQA documents necessary during our planning project so that 
we are prepared to start restoration work in the near future. 



biological surveys, Cultural Information Center requests, research papers, etc. should 
accompany the full application.  Applicants anticipating the SNC to file an exemption are 
encouraged to conduct the appropriate surveys and submit an information request to an 
office of the California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS).    
 

1. Describe how your project complies with the requirements for claiming a 
Categorical or Statutory Exemption per CEQA:  

 
 

2. If your organization is a state or local governmental agency, submit a signed, 
approved Notice of Exemption (NOE) documenting the use of the Categorical 
Exemption or Statutory Exemption, along with any permits, surveys, and/or 
reports that have been completed to support this CEQA status. The Notice of 
Exemption must bear a date stamp to show that it has been filed with the State 
Clearinghouse and/or County Clerk, as required by CEQA. 

 
 

3. If your organization is a nonprofit or federal agency, there is no other California 
public agency having discretionary authority over your project, and you would like 
the SNC to prepare a NOE for your project, let us know that and provide any 
permits, surveys, and/or reports that have been completed to support the CEQA 
status.   

 
 

 
 Negative Declaration OR 
 Mitigated Negative Declaration  

 
If a project requires a Negative Declaration or Mitigated Negative Declaration, then 
applicants must work with a qualified public agency, i.e., one that has discretionary 
authority over project approval or permitting, to complete the CEQA process.   
 

1. Describe how your project complies with the requirements for the use of a 
Negative Declaration or a Mitigated Negative Declaration per CEQA:  

 
  

2. Submit the approved Initial Study and Negative Declaration/Mitigated Negative 
Declaration along with any Mitigation Monitoring or Reporting Plans, permits, 
surveys, and/or reports that have been completed to support this CEQA status.  
The IS/ND/MND must be accompanied by a signed, approved Notice of 
Determination, which must bear a date stamp to show that it has been filed with 
the State Clearinghouse and/or County Clerk, as required by CEQA. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 Environmental Impact Report  

 
If a project requires an Environmental Impact Report, then applicants must work with a 
qualified public agency, i.e., one that has discretionary authority over project approval or 
permitting, to complete the CEQA process.   
 

1. Describe how your project complies with the requirements for the use of an 
Environmental Impact Report per CEQA:  

 
  

2. Submit the Draft and Final Environmental Impact Report along with any 
Mitigation Monitoring or Reporting Plans, permits, surveys, and/or reports that 
have been completed to support this CEQA status.  The EIR documentation must 
be accompanied by a signed, approved Notice of Determination, which must 
bear a date stamp to show that it has been filed with the State Clearinghouse 
and/or County Clerk, as required by CEQA. 

 
 

 
NEPA STATUS 

(Applicable to federal applicants, some tribal organizations, and applicants 
receiving federal funding or conducting activities on federal lands) 

Check the box that corresponds with the NEPA compliance for your project.    
 

 Categorical Exclusion 
1. Describe how your project complies with the requirements for claiming a 

Categorical Exclusion per NEPA:  

 
 
2. Submit the signed, approved Decision Memo and Categorical Exclusion, as well 

as documentation to support the Categorical Exclusion, including any permits, 
surveys, and/or reports that have been completed to support this NEPA status: 

 
 

 
 Environmental Assessment & Finding of No Significant Impact  
1. Describe how your project complies with the requirements for the use of an 

Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact per NEPA:  

 
  

2. Submit the signed, approved Environmental Assessment and Finding of No 
Significant Impact along with any permits, surveys, and/or reports that have been 
completed to support this NEPA status. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
  

 Environmental Impact Statement  
1. Describe how your project complies with the requirements for the use of an 

Environmental Impact Statement per NEPA:  

 
  

2. Submit the Draft and approved, Final Environmental Impact Statement, along 
with the Record of Decision and any permits, surveys, and/or reports that have 
been completed to support this NEPA status. 

 
 

 

 













    e. Long-Term Management and Sustainability  
BYLT will be responsible for the long term management and sustainability of this 
Planning Project. We will treat this property like our other Fee Title lands and monitor 
accordingly. The Management Plan that is created from this SNC funded grant will allow 
us to make specific determinations of what monitoring protocol will be necessary. 
 
We will establish photo points linked to GPS coordinates throughout the Property that 
will be visited yearly. We will continue to conduct surveys and compile data to better 
improve our management activities on the Property.  
 
Sources of additional funding which we will procure for future implementation of the 
project are discussed further in section 5f. Below are examples of programs we will be 
targeting for funding. 
 
USFWS Grant Examples: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Private Stewardship Grants                   Provides grants or other assistance on a   
                                                               competitive basis to individuals and groups  
                                                               engaged in private conservation efforts that  
                                                               benefits species listed or proposed as  
                                                               endangered or threatened under the  
                                                               Endangered Species Act, candidate species, or  
                                                               other at-risk species on private lands within the  
                                                               United states. 
 
North American Wetlands                      To support efforts to promote conservation  
Conservation Act                                    and associated habitats for migratory birds and    
                                                               other wildlife. Preference given to projects that  
                                                               have partners or grantees who have never  
                                                               participated in a NAWCA supported program.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NRCS Grant Example: 

 

 

 

Introduction 
The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is a voluntary program that provides 

financial and technical assistance to agricultural producers through contracts up to a maximum 

term of ten years in length. These contracts provide financial assistance to help plan and 

implement conservation practices that address natural resource concerns and for opportunities to 

improve soil, water, plant, animal, air and related resources on agricultural land and non-

industrial private forestland. In addition, a purpose of EQIP is to help producers meet Federal, 

State, Tribal and local environmental regulations. 
 
Who Can Apply 
Owners of land in agricultural or forest production or persons who are engaged in livestock, 

agricultural or forest production on eligible land and that have a natural resource concern on the 

land may participate in EQIP. 
 

How EQIP Works 
EQIP provides financial assistance payments to eligible producers based on a portion of the 

average cost associated with practice implementation. Additional payments may be available to 

help producers develop conservation plans which are required to obtain financial assistance. 
Historically underserved producers (limited resource farmers/ranchers, beginning 

farmers/ranchers, socially disadvantaged producers, Tribes) may be eligible for a higher practice 

payment rate for the implementation for conservation practices and conservation plans. 

Producers may use a certified Technical Service Provider (TSP) for technical assistance needed 

for certain eligible activities, services and the development of conservation plans. Historically 

underserved producers may also be eligible for advance payments up to 30 percent of the cost 

needed to purchase materials or contracting services to begin installation of approved 

conservation practices. 

NRCS works with the producer to develop a plan of operations that: 

1. Identifies the appropriate conservation practice or measures needed to address identified 

natural resource concerns 

2. Implements conservation practices and activities according to an EQIP plan of operations 

developed in conjunction with the producer that identifies the appropriate conservation 

practice or measures needed to address identified natural resource concerns. The practices 

are subject to NRCS technical standards adapted for local conditions. 

Participants may not receive, directly or indirectly, payments that, in the aggregate, exceed 

$300,000 for all EQIP contracts entered into during any six-year period. Participants whose 

projects NRCS determines to have special environmental significance may petition the NRCS 

Chief for the payment limitation to be waived to a maximum of $450,000. Additional payment 

limitations apply to producers enrolled in the EQIP Organic Initiative. 

 



Department of Fish and Game Grant Example: 

 

 

 

Natural Community Conservation Planning (NCCP) 
Grants for NCCPs and HCPs 

DFG sponsors several grant programs to assist in funding NCCPs and Habitat Conservation 

Plans (HCPs). Three of these important programs are administered by the Habitat Conservation 

Planning Branch. 

 

The NCCP LOCAL ASSISTANCE GRANT (LAG) Program provides state funds for urgent 

tasks associated with the implementation of approved NCCPs or NCCPs anticipated to be 

approved within 12 months of grant application. 

 

DFG is also the state sponsor of the federal ESA NON-TRADITIONAL SECTION 6 GRANT 

Programs. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) offers funding through the Cooperative 

Endangered Species Conservation Fund to support conservation planning and purchases of vital 

habitat for threatened and endangered fish, wildlife, and plant species. The grants are authorized 

by Section 6 of the Endangered Species Act. 
 
Wildlife Conservation Board Grant Example: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ecosystem Restoration on Agricultural Lands (ERAL) 
Grant Process and Application 
 

Grant funding applications are accepted on a year-round basis. The WCB meets four times each 

year, normally in February, May, August, and November to consider approval of funding for 

projects. 

 

While applications may be submitted throughout the year, WCB may need up to six months to 

review, prepare, and present proposals to the Board for funding consideration. Upon receipt of a 

project application, WCB staff will review the application for completeness and qualifications 

based on program criteria. The WCB will also assess the project in terms of funding sources, to 

determine if there are sufficient and appropriate funds available for the project. The WCB will 

communicate its determination back to the contact listed on the application, as to, if and when 

the project will be scheduled for Board consideration. 
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University of California, United States Department of Agriculture, and Placer and Nevada Counties Cooperating 
The University of California prohibits discrimination against or harassment of any person employed by or seeking employment with the University on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, physical or mental disability, medical 
condition (cancer-related or genetic characteristics), ancestry, marital status, age, sexual orientation, citizenship, or status as a covered veteran (special disabled veteran, Vietnam-era veteran or any other veteran who served on active duty 

during a war or in a campaign or expedition for which a campaign badge has been authorized). University Policy is intended to be consistent with the provisions of applicable State and Federal laws. Inquiries regarding the University's 
nondiscrimination policies may be directed to the Affirmative Action/Staff Personnel Services Director, University of California, Agriculture and Natural Resources, 1111 Franklin, 6th Floor, Oakland, CA 94607-5200; (510) 987-0096. 

UNIVERSITY of CALIFORNIA  

Agriculture & Natural Resources 
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION    PLACER & NEVADA COUNTIES 

PLACER:  11477 E Avenue • Auburn, CA 95603                         Tel: (530) 889-7385        Fax: (530) 889-7397    E-Mail: ceplacer@ucdavis.edu 

NEVADA:   255 So. Auburn Street • Grass Valley, CA  95945       Tel: (530) 273-4563        Fax: (530) 273-4769    E-Mail: cenevada@ucdavis.edu 

WEB SITE:  ceplacernevada.ucdavis.edu 

 

 
October 19, 2012  

 

Erin Tarr 

Bear Yuba Land Trust 
12183 Auburn Road 
Grass Valley CA 95949 
 

Dear Erin: 

 

UC Cooperative Extension is pleased to offer planning support for the Garden Bar Preserve 

Riparian Restoration and Grazing Management Planning Project proposed by the Bear Yuba 

Land Trust. Garden Bar Preserve is a 652 acre ranch located along the North side of the Bear 

River in Nevada County.  

 

The planning support would consist of the following for the next 3 years: 

 Develop cell design plan for fencing and livestock watering points (reviewed the other 

two years for any additions or modifications) 

 Develop annual grazing plan  

 Assist in development of recording actual grazing on the site and compare to plan 

 Development of stock flow 

 At least one site visit per year 

 

The fee for these services would be for a total of $3,000 for the three years of the grant or $1,000 

per year. This would break down to 16 hours of work @ $62.50 per hour.  

 

 

Please feel free to contact me if you feel I can provide additional information. 

Sincerely,  

Roger Ingram 
UCCE County Director and Farm Advisor, Nevada and Placer Counties  
 
 


	Project_Information
	Contact_Information
	Project_Location
	Other_SF424_Information
	Other_Contacts
	Uploads
	Completed Application Checklist
	Checklist

	Table of Contents
	TOC

	Full Application Form
	fapi

	Authorization to Apply or Resolution
	authorization

	Narrative Descriptions
	Narrative

	Detailed Budget Form
	Budget

	CEQA Documentation
	CEQAform

	Letters of Support
	LOS

	Long Term Management Plan
	LTMP

	Project Location Map
	LocMap

	Parcel Map Showing County Assessors Parcel Number
	ParcelMap

	Topographic Map
	Topo

	Photos of the Project Site
	Photo1
	Photo2
	Photo3
	Photo4
	Photo5
	Photo6
	Photo8
	Photo7
	Photo9
	Photo10

	Willing Seller Letter
	WillSell

	Site Plan - Only Site Improv. or Restoration Proj.
	SiteLocationMap

	Other Supporting Documentation
	Budget Documentation_OHV
	Budget Documentation_RestorationResources Proposal
	Budget Documentation_Trailer
	Budget Documentation_UCCE Proposal


